
Seafood Market Statement Supporting a Pause on Deep-Sea

Mining

The deep sea is Earth’s largest and least understood ecosystem. It constitutes more than 90% of

the planet’s biosphere, is home to remarkable and poorly known biodiversity, and is integral to

food webs supporting fisheries that billions of people rely on globally.

Deep-sea mining, a rapidly emerging and potentially extensive industry involving the extraction

of mineral resources from the deep seabed, poses a threat to the ocean and its inhabiting life.

While the extent of deep-sea mining impacts is yet to be determined, it will certainly lead to

significant habitat destruction and biodiversity loss, with many potential impacts on fisheries

and seafood supply. These include:

● The generation of sediment plumes that could travel long distances and may smother

and/or prevent feeding or visual communication between organisms in the pelagic food

web, directly or indirectly impacting the health of economically-important fish

populations.

● The release and spread of potentially toxic metals that could remain in the mesopelagic

zone for much longer than sediment. The mesopelagic zone is the natural entry point for

mercury into oceanic food webs and the human seafood supply. This raises concerns that

the metals and toxins discharged into the mesopelagic zone could be absorbed by nearby

species, some of which may be critical food sources for seafood species, leading to

increased bioaccumulation and contamination of fisheries.

● Noise and light pollution that may cause disruptions in/alterations to behavior of species

leading to stress and changes of migratory routes, especially for small pelagics, tuna and

tuna-like species. This could create unknown consequences in fishing mortality and

fishing-effort displacements.

The above is especially concerning given the significant overlap between current fishing grounds

and areas licensed for mineral exploration.

As producers, fishers, retailers, suppliers, and managers of sustainable seafood, we recognize the

critical role of healthy and productive ecosystems in supporting sustainable fisheries and

seafood supply chains. As such, we are deeply concerned about the aforementioned potential

impacts of deep-sea mining on the health and resilience of the ocean, and the consequences it

might bring in terms of the quality and quantity of seafood supply and the communities they

support.

It is both logical and responsible to implement the precautionary approach vis-a-vis this new

extractive industry that could drastically alter the marine environment we depend on with

unknown and unintended consequences.



We, therefore, strongly recommend a pause on deep-sea mining until there is a

clear understanding of the impacts the industry may have on the marine

environment, its living resources, and those dependent on them. Further, we see it

as mandatory that strong, scientifically-grounded regulations are in place before

any exploitation contracts are granted by the International Seabed Authority.
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